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PLACE PORTFOLIOS 

 

 
The ‘Place’ portfolio consists of:  
 

 Councillor Gillian Campbell - Cabinet Member for Tourism and Culture 

 Councillor Neal Brookes - Cabinet Member for Housing and Welfare Reform 

 Councillor Jim Hobson - Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Environment 

 Councillor Mark Smith - Cabinet Member for Business, Enterprise and Job Creation 
 
The full details of the portfolio areas can be found on the Council’s website at  
https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Your-Council/Your-councillors/Executive-members.aspx 
 

Strategic Issues 
 
More progress at Blackpool Airport Enterprise Zone 
Following the approval of the revised Enterprise Zone (EZ) masterplan and financial delivery 
plan on the 7 December 2020, work on providing the key infrastructure is making progress. An 
informal public engagement exercise on the revised plan will be undertaken as soon as COVID 
restrictions permit, with any minor changes identified being incorporated into the final plan. 
 
The planning application for the construction of new changing facilities and car parking to 
support the use of the new grass pitches will be determined in February and subject to approval 
being granted, construction work should commence in March. The new facility is scheduled to 
be fully operational by November 2021, following which the current facilities at Jepson Way will 
be closed and demolished.   
 
Interest in the development of plots at Common Edge Road is strong, with the construction of 
the Eastern Gateway access road key to releasing these. Design works on the road are 
progressing and the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has 
approved an allocation of £7.5m from the Towns Fund towards the costs of the EZ highway and 
enabling infrastructure subject to a business case, which will accelerate the pace of delivery. 
 
There remains a good level of interest from businesses seeking existing and new build 
accommodation at the EZ, with six potential development schemes at the feasibility assessment 
stage including two new aircraft hangars for private owners at the airport. This has been 
supplemented by enquiries from data sector business for accommodation at the EZ, following 
the landing of the Aqua Comms fibre optic subsea transatlantic cable at Starr Gate and the 
completion of the base station and cable ducting. 

https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Your-Council/Your-councillors/Executive-members.aspx


One constraining issue in the growth of the EZ is the limited supply of units available for 
immediate occupation. The Squires Gate Industrial Estate refurbishment continues to attract 
new occupiers, with 20 new tenants in the last 12 months. To date the EZ has enabled 1564 
gross jobs, against a 25-year target of 5,000.  
 
The EZ team continue to work with Lancashire Enterprise Partnership (LEP)/Lancashire County 
Council (LCC) and nationally with the LEP Network to lobby central Government and local MPs 
for the extension of fiscal benefits, namely business rates relief. A briefing document is being 
prepared for local MPs. 
 
A new Waste Strategy for Lancashire 
Our climate emergency declaration makes the issue of waste a particularly important topic, and 
we can report that work is underway on a revised Lancashire Waste Strategy.  
 
The strategy will consider some key issues such as the standardisation of recyclable materials 
across Lancashire as part of a national initiative, implementing changes arising from the 
“plastics tax” packaging industry reforms, deposit return schemes and food waste, all of which 
have been consulted on with Blackpool officers and across the Waste Disposal Partnership. 
Reducing the amount of waste going to landfill will be a major focus. Measures could include 
the adoption of the principles of the Circular Economy, to encourage the re-use, repair and 
transformation of some waste items rather than their disposal, and use of an Energy from 
Waste solution, incinerating residual waste to produce power, whilst treating the emissions 
created through carbon scrubbing, filtration and carbon recapture techniques. 
 
Subject to the government announcing a timescale for its delayed consultation on refuse 
collection consistency, a working draft should be available for internal consultation with Council 
officers and members in spring 2021, giving us an opportunity to scrutinise and feedback on the 
strategy. 
 
A revised Lancashire Flood Risk Strategy 
A revision to the existing Lancashire and Blackpool Local Flood Risk Strategy covering the period 
to 2027 has recently been considered by the Tourism, Economy and Resources Scrutiny 
Committee and will go out to public consultation this month. 
 
The existing strategy covered the areas of Lancashire and Blackpool and has now been 
extended to include Blackburn with Darwen, providing a Lancashire wide strategy and approach 
to the management of flood risk. The strategy also includes a business plan providing objectives 
and actions for the lifetime of the Local Strategy.  
 

Corporate Issues 
 
Future High Street Fund (FHSF) and Getting Building Fund (GBF) 
As Council will recall, we submitted a bid for £25m of Future High Street Funds covering 11 
schemes in the town centre in July 2020. Following an invitation to apply to the newly-



announced Getting Building Fund, which awarded funding to the Houndshill Extension and 
Abingdon Street Market Rejuvenation schemes, the bid was reduced to £15.27m. This included 
a further reduction in our request given that two schemes were determined to be ineligible. 
 
We are disappointed to report that the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government has now written to us with confirmation that we will not receive any FHSF funding. 
We find this decision particularly difficult to accept given that the inclusion of the two schemes, 
which we brought forward to benefit from the Getting Building Fund would have ensured that 
the proposal met the technical test for overall value for money used by the Treasury. 
 
We have taken action to contest this decision. The Leader of the Council has had discussions 
with MHCLG and our MPs and a joint letter has been sent to the Secretary of State to 
emphasise the harshness of the assessment. We expect further opportunities to be offered by 
the new £4bn Levelling Up Fund, which the Government will provide further detail on later this 
year and are in a strong position to bid for further funding at this time. Officers are now looking 
to other funding sources to bring forward as many of the FHSF schemes as possible, particularly 
as some of the schemes were due to attract significant funding from the private sector. 
 
In respect of the Getting Building Fund (GBF) schemes three contracts were exchanged at the 
end of January 2021 to bring forward the £20million Houndshill Phase 2 extension, which will 
benefit from £5m GBF: 
 

 The signing of a 25-year lease with Tower Cinemas (Blackpool) Ltd for a nine-screen, 
IMAX-ready multimedia complex. The development sees Tower Cinemas (Blackpool) 
Limited, trading as MMC Cinemas, launch a unique Multimedia Cinema/Conferencing 
and Entertainment centre providing a 850 seat venue, with nine state-of-the-art digital 
screens, including a giant PLF (Premium Large Screen Format) IMAX-ready central 
screen, set to be the largest in the North West, within a 40,500 sq. ft. unit. Designs also 
include flexible seating to allow screens to double as conference venue spaces, 
designated incubator space for the region’s digital/media start-up businesses and an e-
sports café.  

 The signing of a 15-year lease with Wilko for a new, purpose-built 22,500 sq. ft. unit on 
the site of the Tower Street car park.  

 Completion of a contract with Coolsilk for the sale of Tower Street outdoor car park on 
which the  

 
Work is expected to commence on the Tower Street site in March and be completed by spring 
2022 with a net gain of circa 100 jobs.  
 
On the Abingdon Street Market refurbishment (£3.6m GBF) , the Council acquired the market 
last year and is now working up proposals for needed structural improvements and its 
refurbishment including engagement with the stall holders and other stakeholders. 
 



Town Deal moves to the next stage 
Work has progressed well on our Town Deal projects. The next stage of work involves the 
development of business cases for each of the seven projects. The business cases need to 
comply with HM Treasury Green Book Business Case guidance and be completed and 
independently appraised by 17 November 2021.  
 
We met the deadline of January 2021 to provide various information on the projects to MHCLG, 
including how much funding was required from the Towns Fund for each of the projects, how 
much match-funding was expected, what the expected outputs and outcomes were, how we 
would address their conditions of awarding the funding and the financial profile. Given that the 
£39.5 million awarded was substantially less than the £49.3 million requested and two of the 
schemes were not supported by MHCLG, we have reviewed each project and determined the 
level of funding required for them to progress. These allocations are based on the availability of 
other funding, the scope of activity and their overall feasibility, amongst other factors: 
 

Project  
Original  
Funding Request 

Funding 
Allocation 

Blackpool Central Development £10m £8m 

Multiversity £10m £9m 

Blackpool Airport Enterprise Zone  £10m £7.5m 

Blackpool Youth Hub £0.7m £0.5m 

Southern Quarter / Revoe Community Sports Village £7.5m £5.5m 

The EDGE (Stanley Buildings) £4.5m £4.5m 

Illuminations £4.5m £4.5m 

Innovation Partnership £2.2m 0 

Grundy Art Gallery £0.1m 0 

Total  £49.3m £39.5m 

 
Pending a response from MHCLG, we are continuing to work on the projects and the first 
business case is due to be completed and appraised by May 2021. These will be assessed by the 
newly-established Town Deal Investment Panel (TDIP), which draws suitably skilled individuals 
from the public, private and community and voluntary sectors and which will ensure there is 
sufficient oversight and scrutiny of the business case proposals brought forward. We are also 
appointing independent external appraisers who will assess the strength of the cases as part of 
the sign off process. 
 
Blackpool Central 
Nikal Limited and Media Invest Entertainment (Developers) are now refining details for the first 
phase of the Blackpool Central development, which will consist of a new multi-storey car park 
and works relating to the heritage assets. Their intention is to submit a planning application for 
the scheme this spring. Should this be approved, works on site could commence later this year. 
 
 



Town Deal funding will be used to support the relocation of Blackpool Courts, with discussions 
between the Council and Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunal Service (HMCTS) remaining 
ongoing. HMCTS will be heavily involved in developing the business case for this. 
 
Talbot Gateway Phase 3 - New Office Accommodation 
Muse Developments have submitted an outline planning application for a new office block that 
will accommodate in excess of 2,000 workers on King Street. Discussions are continuing with 
the commercial advisors of the prospective occupier, with the potential for them to rent the 
block for an initial 25 year period. 
 
The Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government has confirmed a Compulsory 
Purchase Order for the acquisition of the property on King Street covered by the scheme. The 
Council is now in the process of confirming the Order and resolving matters with the few 
outstanding interests on the site.  
 
Public Protection – COVID Compliance 
As required by the MHCLG, the Council has started to inspect supermarkets to ensure 
compliance with public safety issues such as queueing, floor markings and wearing of 
facemasks. Sites were prioritised according to risk factors such as size and footfall, with staff 
completing all visits by Wednesday 27 January. Following on from this, staff including Civil 
Enforcement Officers will visit other retail outlets that are allowed to open, as well as 
undertaking enforcement activity on premises which are open in contravention of the rules. All 
larger premises will be provided with information on how to test their own employees, whilst 
all premises will be informed about where their employees can receive a test.   
 
Winter accommodation plan for rough sleepers 
Throughout the pandemic, the Council has provided temporary accommodation to residents 
who are rough sleeping in the area. Due to the increase in COVID cases, coupled with the cold 
weather, the Housing Options Team is intensifying its efforts to engage with rough sleepers, 
providing offers of support and accommodation where possible. This offer of accommodation 
for all those eligible throughout the winter period will take precedence over the usual Severe 
Winter Emergency Protocol, however we will continue to closely monitor the weather and 
numbers on the street until the end of March. 
 
There are currently approximately 115 households in temporary accommodation, which 
reflects a decrease from the June peak of 193, but an increase from Christmas when numbers in 
temporary accommodation dipped below 90, which reflects the winter approach currently 
being taken. 
 
Delivery of New Council Homes 
Despite the restrictions caused by the pandemic, work is at the Troutbeck site is on schedule. 
We expect handover of the first nine units to take place by May 2021, with the scheme 
completing in April 2022. When complete, the scheme will comprise of 75 new homes and will 
be a mix of one bed flats, two and three bed family homes and accessible houses. 



 
The Grange Park project is also on track and currently in the design phase, with consultation on 
the preferred option being planned for late February. 
 

Transforming Services 
 
Project Amber 
We are pleased to say that the Council is once again leading the way in the highway sector, with 
the Department for Transport endorsing Project Amber as a best practice approach which can 
be adopted and adapted by other councils. Our unique framework has enabled 12 small and 
medium-sized suppliers of quality road surface treatment solutions to access opportunities 
otherwise unavailable to them.  
 
The £4m funding awarded to Project Amber is focussed on maintaining the main roads 
throughout the town, sustaining 42km of strategic road network by addressing parts of the 
network showing signs of damage before potholes form. Particularly important is the use of 
recycled material in undertaking the work, which significantly reduces emissions.   
 

Working with Partners 
 
Tourism Recovery Group 
The Council continues to host a weekly Tourism Recovery Group meeting. The group, which 
includes representation from key stakeholders including visitor attractions and accommodation 
businesses, has been meeting since mid-June last year. Its initial focus was on reopening the 
tourism and hospitality industry in a COVID-safe and compliant way, encouraging tourism 
businesses to secure the VisitBritain “Good To Go” accreditation and sharing best practice and 
customer insights. It is now focusing on developing destination marketing activity to ensure the 
resort can capitalise on the anticipated increase in staycation holidays when the tourism 
industry is allowed to reopen later this year, but also taking a longer-term view on resort 
recovery over the next three to five years. 
 
Destination Guide 
We have now published the new Blackpool Destination Guide for 2021 and are in the process of 
distributing it. The 92-page guide features some stunning images of the resort and includes an 
eight-page supplement celebrating the 125 anniversary of Blackpool Pleasure Beach. It includes 
comprehensive information on events, attractions and visitor accommodation and a profile of 
the Empress Ballroom, which also celebrates its 125 birthday this year. An electronic version of 
the guide has been produced and is available on the VisitBlackpool website, allowing us to 
make amendments in the event of shows or events being postponed or cancelled due to COVID 
restrictions. The e-version can be viewed here: 
https://issuu.com/visitblackpool/docs/blackpool_destination_guide_2021  
 

https://issuu.com/visitblackpool/docs/blackpool_destination_guide_2021

